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August 2008 Volume 19, Issue 8 

Sunday Worship  
Schedule: 

 
  9:30 a.m.  Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Fellowship 
10:40 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
 

Special Points of  

Interest 

· Pastor’s Column pg 2 

· Gifts of the Earth,  Silent Auction, 
College Buddy Ministry, Youth 
News pg 3 

· Financial Feature, Bishop Dyck, 
Prayer at the Fair pg 4 

 

 

Sunday,  
August 10 
9:30 a.m. 
Lake Ann 
Pavilion 

 
 

Please join us for our 2nd annual 
outdoor Worship Service at Lake 
Ann Pavilion, on Sunday, August 
10th at 9:30 am, with The Holy 
Buckets providing music.  Follow-
ing our Worship service there will 
be a Pot Luck luncheon, outdoor 
activities and fellowship. Please 
bring your own plates and utensils 
for the Pot Luck. Coffee, Iced Tea 
and Lemonade will be provided. 
Come and enjoy Worshiping in a 
beautiful outdoor setting. 
 
Directions to Lake Ann:   
In Chanhassen turn onto Lake Ann 
Park Drive from W 78th St. be-
tween Powers Blvd and Audubon 
Road.  W 78th St runs parallel with 
and is one block north of Hwy 5.  

DISCOVERY’S  
AUGUST 

FOOD SHELF 
ITEM 

CEREAL 
What:  Family Bike Ride  

When:  Saturday, August 23rd 
Leaving at 9:00am 

Trail:  Southwest LRT 
·         Excelsior to Minnetonka Mills & back 
·         This is a fairly level RR trail crossing 

some streets 
·         The trail is packed limestone. 
·         Distance is approx 7.0 miles from  
       Excelsior to Minnetonka Falls 

Meet:  In the Mill parking lot (Park & Ride) 
318 Water St, Excelsior, MN 

Contact:  The church office 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
AUGUST 11-14,5:30-8:00 P.M. 

Decorations Needed 
 

Items needed for decoration during 
week of VBS:  Tents (1 small & 1 
large), potted plants (flowering & non-flowering), 
fake potted plants, potted trees/fake trees, picnic 
tables (kid-size also), lawn chairs, sleeping bags, 
fake campfire, small grill (clean), umbrellas, 
wheelbarrow, kids outdoor toys, benches, ham-
mock, lanterns or patio lights, patio furniture, pic-
nic blankets, picnic baskets,  sports equipment, 
lawn games (badminton, croquet, etc), checkered 
or bright  tablecloths, wagons, large baskets or 
tubs, square laundry baskets, diving rings, volley-
ball self-standing posts/badminton self-standing 
posts (to serve as a clothesline base) or anything 
else related to outdoor fun! 
 

If you have any of the above items and would gra-
ciously let VBS borrow them, please bring them to 
the church on or before Saturday, August 9 at 
9am. Clearly label all items to ensure their  
appropriate return.  VBS setup begins on Aug. 9th 
with teardown mostly on Thursday the 14th. A few 
items will be needed for the kids’ performance on 
Sunday the 17th, but after that everything will need 
to be returned. Questions?  Call the church office. 

DONATIONS 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

FOR SIMPSON MEAL 
 

Brats, baked beans, pasta 
salad, watermelon, iced tea 
and ice cream are on the 
menu for the August 10th 
serving at Simpson.  These 
and other items plus volun-
teers will be needed to 
make this meal a success.   
 

To donate and/or volunteer 
- sign-up on the sheets 
posted in the Narthex or call 
the church office. 
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I hope that everyone in our congregation is reading Annie Mae’s blog from Africa. She is 
having a profound trip and I want to personally thank everyone in our 
family that helped make her trip possible. If you have not read her  
entries, go to be-change.blogspot.com and read about her amazing 
adventure and see how mission trips, risking and an open heart can 
change people’s lives. 
 
In her blog, Annie Mae expressed a frustration that is common to people of faith. When we are 
faced with overwhelming need; What can we do? When we care for the hurting of the world, how 
can one person help? Do our little efforts make a difference in this great big world of hurt? 
 
In a parable, Jesus said that we can make a profound change with even the smallest of gestures. In Matthew 25,  
Jesus tells a story about the righteous and their welcome to heave: 
 
Then the king will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited 
me.' Then the righteous will answer him and say, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or 
in prison, and visit you?' And the king will say to them in reply, 'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these 
least brothers of mine, you did for me.' 
 
I would like to invite everyone in our Discovery family to help make a small gesture to feed the hungry and welcome 
the stranger. I am embarking on a small mission of my own to ride my bike across Minnesota and raise money for 
Simpson family services (www.simpsonhousing.org). In about a week, we will have sponsor sheets and information at 
the church for you to read and share. You could do a small part in helping end homelessness in Minnesota by being a 
part of reaching our goal of $6,000 to help Simpson Shelter change lives. The easiest way to help is to get a sponsor 
sheet and sign people up to pledge per mile in support of the ride. 
 
I would also like to invite you to do more. If you have time in August, talk to me about helping promote and advertise 
the ride. Pray for this effort that we may enjoy safety and success. Join me by helping drive the support car and then 
you can daily encourage the riders (and help fix a flat if needed or rescue a tired biker). Better yet, join the ride. I’ll be 
on a bike but, if you can raise a little money for Simpson Shelter scooting on a scooter, riding a motorcycle, riding in a 
car, flying your plane or peddling a unicycle on that weekend, join in! 
 
Here are the simple details: 
Name:  Ride to End Homelessness  
When:  August 29,30,31 (Labor Day Weekend) 
Where: Across Minnesota (from the Dakota's to Wisconsin!) 
Why:  To raise money to support Simpson Housing Services and the Simpson Homeless 
 Shelter ($6,000 goal) 
Route:  Breckenridge to Red Wing via Fergus Falls, St. Cloud, Hutchinson, Belle Plaine,  
 Northfield 
Who:  The Discovery United Methodist Church family 
Goal:  310 miles total, @103.3 miles a day 
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PRAYER DISCOVERY 
 

    Prayer sets the tone for our day and the choices we make during each day.  With God 
as our guide and the spirit of God within us, we can make our choices with confi-
dence.  Intercessory prayer, is your prayer team that lifts your joys and concerns to 
God.  May we pray that God is directing our path; that God is in every detail of our life; and 
that the choices we make are filtered through our discernment of God's desire for us. 
    If this type of ministry interests you, or you have a prayer request for the team, please notify the church 
office or Pastor Tom.     
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THANK YOU DISCOVERY!   
DONATIONS EXCEED THE GOAL -  

 
As of July 15th 183 cans of tuna 
have been delivered to the Chaska 
Food Shelf from Discovery.  That’s  
4X  the number of cans needed to 
meet our commitment.  Let’s keep 
up the good work! How many 
boxes of cereal, over the 52 needed to meet our  
commitment, will we donate in August? 
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“Gifts of the Earth” 
Farmers Market 

 
The UMW of Discovery are continuing their 
Farmer's Market every Sunday from 9am-9:25 
and immediately following service.  Bounty 
from their flower gardens, vegetable gardens, and kitchens 
will be for sale as free-will donations.  If you have produce 
that you wish to contribute to the cause-- please contact the 
church office. 100% of the proceeds will go to support  
National UMW designated missions.  With the rising cost of 
fuel-- don't make an extra trip to the grocery store for salad-
fixin's--- buy them at "Gifts of the Earth"! Silent Auction/ Oktoberfest 

 
       Yet again I must ask you--- 
"What's that I hear in the dis-
tance?"  Why, yes!  It's polka mu-
sic!!  Our Silent Auction will not be so 

silent again this year with dah Polka music!  Please 
mark your calendars for the 8th Annual Silent Auction 
for Saturday October 4th at 6pm. This year we are 
featuring the reknown Chuck Thiel and His Jolly 
Ramblers , a very popular polka band out of Lester 
Prairie.  Start thinking "auction items" and putting them 
aside for the big day!  Details to follow. 

NEW COORDINATOR 
& ADDRESSES  

NEEDED FOR OUR 
 
Thank you to Lisa for 
coordinating our college ministry here at Discovery 
called “College Buddy” Outreach for the past few 
years.  Lisa has decided to step down from this posi-
tion. If you are interested in coordinating  
ministry, contact the church office. 
 

To participate in the “College Buddy” Outreach, the 
addresses of college students need to be e-mailed or 
telephoned to the church office by August 21. 

Breakfast With Santa  
 
The “P” family has decided to “step down” from 
coordinating the annual Breakfast With Santa.   If 
anyone is interested in taking over this opportu-
nity, and would like information from past events, please feel 
free to contact the church office.   Thank you. 

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY 
It was another lovely summer morning when a small but  
persevering team of 5 plucked unwanted bits trash from 
Highway 101 on July 12.  Many thanks to those who helped 
and enjoyed the sunshine, chirping birds, and delightful  
fellowship.    
  
We'll be planning one last clean-up the end of 
September or mid-October when our stylish 
orange vests will coordinate nicely with God's 
multi-colored trees!   
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  Women Who Don’t Cook 
  August Schedule - 6pm  

Aug 11  Applebee’s - Shakopee 

Aug 25 Dinner with Verda  

 Worship 

June 29  74 

July 6 82 

July 13 104 

July 20 89 

FINANCIAL FEATURE - JUNE  2008 
. 

June Income  $22,549.68 
June Expenses $19,547.13 
 
Each week in the bulletin the previous week’s giving, year-to-date giving and where we are in relation to the budget 
are reported.  The following gives more details of giving through June 30, 2008. 

If you have any questions regarding the finances of Discovery, please contact any member of the Finance Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 

The secretary will be out of 
the office August 11-20, 
returning Thursday, August 
21.  Telephone messages 
will be checked during this 
time.   

 

PRAYER AT THE FAIR 
Sundays, August 24 & 31 

9:15 - 9:45 AM 
State Fair Bandshell 

 
Going to the Fair doesn't have to mean skipping church.   
Celebrate the abundance of life in Minnesota and all of 
God's creation at a special worship service sponsored by 
the Minnesota Council of Churches.  The casual service  
contains both the familiar forms of church including hymns, 
prayers and a sermon and also gets into the fun spirit of the 
Fair with our "bulletins on a stick."   Celebrants represent 
the many denominations that make up the Minnesota 
Council of Churches, making the service a celebration of 
Christian Unity.   

BISPOP DYCK TO REMAIN IN MINNESOTA 
 

The Minnesota Annual Conference is happy to announce 
Bishop Sally Dyck has been reassigned to the Minnesota 
Episcopal Area for 2008-2012. 

  Budget thru 6/30  Actual thru 6/30  Difference as of 6/30  

Pledged Contributions $87,031 $86,718 ($   313) 

Other:  Unpledged Contributions $ 3,700 $ 8,284 $4,584 

              New Member/Visitor Contributions  $ 1,000 $ 1,694 $   694 

              Loose Change Offering  $   850 $    874 $     24 

              Sunday School Offering  $     83 $      73 ($     10) 

TOTAL $92,664 $97,643 $4,979 

OBSERVANCE OF 35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE 
AUGUST 1, 2008 

 

On August 1, 2007 at 6:05 p.m. the 35W bridge in down-
town Minneapolis collapsed, killing 13 people and injuring 
many others.  Many more in our communities were affected 
by this tragedy. 
 

On August 1, 2008 Governor Pawlenty is asking the state 
to observe a minute of silence at 6:05 p.m. in honor of the  
victims, the survivors and the rescue workers. 
 

At 6:06 the Governor is asking churches throughout the 
state to ring their bells. 

“FOOD TO FIGHT HUNGER” EVENT 
 

Love INC sponsored “Food to Fight Hunger” event at 
St. Hubert's on July 15 was a great success! 385  
families received about 75 pounds of food each.  
   
Many thanks to those of you who made it happen: 
· 126 volunteers from Love INC partner churches 

(including 42 youth) 
· 10 volunteers from the local 15-year old  boys 

baseball teams 
· St. Hubert Catholic Church and staff  
· All the churches, the area food shelves, and social 

service agencies for promoting this event to those 
who needed food 

· Second Harvest Heartland for partnering with Love 
INC on this project 



 

Discovery 
United Methodist Church 
275 Lake Drive East 
Chanhassen, MN 55317 

Phone: 952-937-0063 
E-mail: DiscoveryUMC@msn.com 
Website: www.DiscoveryUMC.net 
Office Hours:  9:00-1:00 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
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August 2008 
Sun Mon  Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9SPRC & 
Trustees 8:30a 

10 11 12 UMW 7p 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 Ad Council 
Holy Buckets 7p 

20Compass 
Deadline 

21 22 23Family  
Bike Ride 9a 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Sunday Worship 9:30 am   
          Adult Sunday School 10:40 am 

       Bible Study 
      8:15a 
 Prayer Discovery  

    Finance,              
Worship,  
Holy Buckets 7p 

        Bible Study     
        8:15a 
Farmers Market 
        Bible Study     
        8:15a 
Farmers Market 
        Bible Study     
        8:15a 
Farmers Market 

<<<  Vacation Bible School August 11 - 14 >>> 

Pastor Tom’s Bike Ride to Benefit Simpson Services 

         Worship at  
         Lake Ann 
         9:30a 
Meal at Simpson  


